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AN HUMBLE 


REMONSTANCE 
To the Right Honourable, the Lords in 
the high Court of Parliament. 


Moſt Honourable Lords, 
Hereas the late Petitioner Sir Thomas A- 
ſton Baronet, hath had acceſle with this 
prom unto your preſence, entituled, A 
wmble petition in the bebalfe of the Conn- 
9 Palatine of Cheſter , which is (no 
out) diſcerned by your cleer judgements 
to be as farre from humilitie as from truth, which hath 
perplexed the minds of thoſe honeſt men, whoſe names 
{o great a Baronet hath much forgot himſelfe to uſe 
without their leave. Yet leſt the Petitioner ſhould glory 
in his prodigious policy: I humbly crave your Honours 
leave, to preſent to the world, a briefe view of the un- 
grounded projedts, diſcerned by your Honours diſcreete 
wiſedomes, far more cleerly. In which Sir Thomas un- 
dertakes two things : Firſt, to ſet up his own glorie in 
his owne Petition. And ſecondly, to triumph over us, and 
make us deſpicable iny our eyes. 

I. The Petitioner Sir Thomas eAſton, boaſteth him- 
ſelfe of the number, the honour, and the quality of the 
Perſons, ſubſcribing to his Petition, Whereas teſtimonie 
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is ready to make it appeare, that amongſt ſeven ſcore in 
two pariſhes of the At County, 100 and 18 of that num- 
ber, ( whoſe names he uſeth ) profeſle thy never atteſted 
to any ſuch Peririon,and that their hands are forged with- 
- our their conſent, or knowledge : and for their honour, 
ſuch perſons as are Recuſants, I know your Lordſhips 
doe well enough diſcerne their endeavours, not to be for, 
but againſt Proteſtant religion. And if dead men , mad- 
men and children be of quality fit for ſuch an atteſtation, 
behold hands, and if that will not ſerve, ſee fained ones 
for them long {ince gone out of the land. But how forget- 
full is the Baroxer 1n his paſſionate Rhetoricks, alledg- 
ing, and traducing your honours, that your Lord{hips have 
approved thereof. 

2. Sir Thomas cAſton maling his apologie to your ho- 
nours, to prevent us from having favour before your Lord- 
ſhips eyes, doth declare, that thoſe are ſeditious perſons, 
who put a ſcanJdall upon the County, forgetting that kim- 
{elte hal bronght before your honours ſuch names to his 
owne Pctition, of whom many hundreds are ready ( if 
occaſion be ) before your honours to proteſt againlt it : 
which S. T homas himſelte confeſleth is againſt the lawes 
of this land, and of your honourable Aflembly: yet hath 
he troubled, and cauſed to be impriſoned, my fſelfe, and 
ſome others, who protelt before your honours, that wee 
had no hand at all in jt. Yet Ideny not, 7+2ht honorable, 
but I have elſe-where writ againlt that order of Biſhops 
which Sir Thomas calls honourable, and novle, becauſe 
they are placed in the temporall ſeats of temporall ho- 
nour, and fit with the Nobility : whoſe honour ought ra- 
ther todepend on their faithfnll and conſtant preaching 
to their flock, and their nobility to depend on heaven, be- 
ing Clothed with Chriſts righteouſneſle, and 6 
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that above their /innen rotchets, The honour not of Ma- 
giſtracy,or Lordly nobility doth not ſo well become them 
as the name of ſhephcard. And whereas the Petitioner 
hath laid the burden of the Anti-petition upon our ſhoul- 
ders, I know your Honours doe well diſcerne his ignoble 
and unbecomming forgeries, and calumnies therein ex- 
preſled. 

And though I am ignorant whoſe burden bore,I take 
it contentedly, for Chriſt himſelfe did ſo bear mine. Yet 
herein will your Honours be pleaſed to give me leave to 
fide with the Anti-petitioner in this ( rather than with 
Sir Thomas Aſton ) that the proceedings of our Biſhops, 
and Prelates, doe dcclare them to be the profelt enemies 
of the Goſpel : as may appeare by their Canons againſt 
the Goſpel it ſelfe, their tyranny over the faithfull Prea- 
chers thereof, by their countenancing, and upholding the 
ſcurrilous and vilde enemies againſt the ſame, and by their 
caſting off of the lawes of temporall Magiſtrates , a&cor- 
ding to the inſtitution therein contayned, which by ma- 
ny worthy men from time to time, hath bin lamented : 
amongſt the reſt I onely touch upon that ſaying of Herz y 
Stalbridge, in the dayes of King Henry the 8. who faith 
in his Epiſtle printed at Baſ/!, that not onely the bloudy 
Beare wolfe of Rowe, but other petty prollers : the preſ- 
tigious Prieſts of Baal, ſpecially the Biſhops of England, 
doe roare like hungrie Lions, fret inwardly like angry 
Beares,and bite like cruell Wolves, cluſtering together in 
corners like a \warme of adders in a dunghill. 

Is their inſtitution Ire di2izo,who deny the Inſtitution 
of Gods holy Sabbath ſo to be.? how can ſuch diſcipline 
have any ſhadow of Divinity in it? this is to deny the 
word of God, and to ſet up the inventions of men. But 
bleſſed be God,they cannot fo delude our nation : for _ 
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be thanked, we well know that though their hierarchy 
is not Iure divino, yet the Sabbath of the Lord is holy and 
inſtituted of God himſelfe. Were they one and the ſame 
with the Preaching Presbyters according to the {cripture, 
it would then be granted that they were Divine: Or did 
they onely rule over the Presbyters by the willing aſſent, 
and —_ of the Presbyters, it might te granted, that 
they were humane. But being that they aſſume, & take to 
Magdeburg. themielves the Lording power of their owne wills, to ty- 
centuries, rannize over Gods heritage : this is neither of God, nor of 
Catalog. tf man. May your Honors then be pleaſed to conſider, whe- 


= "op veg ther their inſtitution be Ethanicall,or Diabolicall ,or both: 
&c. for to ſuch their predominacy , the holy Ghoſt moves 
Books of them not, the presbyters defire not : Though Satan and 
Martyrs, cvill (pirits ſet them on, and araw them to it. 
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Enli 4þ. What their tyranny hath ever bin, may appeare in 
basUrbenzenſ, thoſe many volumes written of their Acts, and Monu« 
$t.Brides ments : wherein their Lordly tyranny 1s declared at large, 
Revelations, with their late Ex off:cio Oathes, Excommunications,and 
Matthew Pa ynjuſt proceedings, ſuſpenſions, & impriſonments, and 
2 - _ fines : their ſuppreſſing of the preaching of the Goſpel,and 
Planis Ec the havock they from time to time have made of the flock 
ccſie, Aretine, of Teſus Chriſt. And that they have laboured to ſuppreſſe 
Guictard, the true Religion, & to bring in popery, may eaſily ap- 
Nucolaus de reare, in their crying downe and filencing the godly pain- 
-omegpe a ON full Miniſters of Jeſus Chrilt, terming them Puritans, fa- 
Marcell. Para- ious men,&c.1n their perverting the laws of God,and e- 
vinus defenſ. (tabliſhing their owne Cannons and inventions, their ta- 
pacis. king of rewards, and admitting unable men into Eccleſi- 
—— ,. alticall Offices: even ſuch, whoſe filthinefle, Idleneſſe, 
= hawihe and Riot, made them live more like Epicures, then Paſ« 
of the Romiſh tors : walting their pretious time in drinking, revellingy 
Foxc. dancing, tealting, tavling, bouling, piping, carding , di- 
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cing : and having ſurfetted, Sy being drunke, quarrel, 
fight, & cauſe tumults, and prophane the name *fCod by 
oathes, and curſes, and ſomtimes even from the embrace- 
ments of their Harlots come into the Church to performe 
Ecclefiaſticall duties. And how have they laboured in 
the bringing in of popiſh (eremontes, (rrcifixes, Altars, 
and Images, Tapers? &c. But all this while, how hath 
preaching bin neglefted in many darke corners of the 
Land? 

Now, may it pleaſe your Honours, what the Anti-peti- 
tion is, wherewith Sir ThomaseAſton is ſo offended, 1 be- 
ing altogether 1ghorant of, 1 therefore paſle it over, onely 
what he faith of it. May your Lordſhips be pleaſed, to 
give me leave to. returne his owne — into his owne 
boſome, before yourHonours , whoſe owne expreſſions, 
will unmaske the horrible abuſes in his own proceedings 
ſo fully, that I ſhall paſle it over, onely leaving the con(t- 
deration thereof to your Lordſhips diſcretion: beſeeching 
Almighty God to inſpire your great Counſcls, with all 
wiſedome from above, with happy ſucceſle to your joy- 
full meeting : to the glory of God, and the comfort of us 


all. e-Lmen. 


FINTIS. 


